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France contains many very strange pages from which
it is easy to draw no less strange conclusions; and
Bossuet had already noted how much "this century has
frittered away in controversy those forces which are
present now in the struggle against the common enemy
only in isolated and disordered groups/5 These forces
were dissipated to such an extent that the century
which followed was to witness the easy triumph of a
philosophy which was dedicated to the glorification of
the individual. That was the century which paid all
honour to reason. Reason had not yet begun its con-
flict with faith, but Christianity was soon to be severed
from politics. Yet the iyth century inspired in many a
zeal which was at the root of some of the most noble
actions; and during this century there were born
hundreds of men in whom heroism was the common
trait. Without these men and without these actions
there would have remained undeveloped one whole
phase of French expansion across the world, particu-
larly in America.

No one in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries
escaped entirely from the fever for gold which shook
all Europe from the time that Columbus had dis-
covered the new continent. The search for precious
metals and the desire to be independent of the Arabs
for the supply of spices and rare cloths were undoubt-
edly the origin of the discoveries and explorations until
beaver skins replaced them as an incentive. Carrier,
himself, in the beginning had as his mission only to
"voyage, discover, and conquer in New France, and to
find to the north a passage to China." But in the man
from Saint Malo, as in the king who sent him, other
motives of a more lofty order dwelt side by side with